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AIR & LIGHT
Reinstated skylight provides stack effect ventilation
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) CROSS VENTILATION
Large openings provide a strong cross ventilation

© GREEN FILTER
Front yard, central yard and backyard enhances
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Reimagining Terrace House of the 1970s

The owner of the featured Gale’ s Residence first
contacted Gilbert & Tan to discuss working on a recently
purchased property as they liked the work that the firm’ s
partners, Michael Gilbert and Tan Seok Foong, did for
their own studio. Although Gilbert & Tan typically worked
on larger projects, the close proximity of the project site to
their office and the owner’ s keenness prompted the firm
to take on the project.

The project site is a 1970s terrace house, and after
numerous consultations, the parties decided to upcycle
the existing frame to optimize the one—storey house while
enhancing the building’ s original character.

Contrast is the common theme across the remodeling
and a tall brick wall forms the boundary from the street
level for increased privacy while the other side opens up to
a garden view. Where the exterior is mainly of clay bricks
with black painted steel, the interior is filled with light—
reflecting on various colours and textures.

As a result of the design decisions, the house offers the
opportunity to enjoy bright open spaces while still allowing
for reclusive quiet moments shielded against its immediate
surroundings. Simply opening the bi—folding doors in the
front will connect the living room to the front yard which
serves as an extension to the living room.

The palette of materials throughout consists of merbau,
flamed granite, terracotta tiles, ceramic tiles, terrazzo,
ventilation concrete blocks, clay bricks and black painted
steel. The extensive use of natural material highlights the
vintage narrative the owner was looking for.

The use of passive cooling methods showcases how
simple technologies can work well in a single storey
terrace to bring optimal comfort to occupants. By removing
the partition walls and reinstating the central yard, the
architects were able to create a generous and bright open—
plan interior. The existing terrazzo floor in the dining room
and former living room were retained and buffed to give
them a new lease of life, while the existing ventilation
blocks and metal grilles were also restored. Opening up the
ceiling further enhanced the sense of loftiness of the home.

With Malaysia’ s hot and rainy climate, cooling and
drainage are certainly two main aspects that architects need
to focus on, and the various vernacular passive cooling
techniques found across Southeast Asia do a good job in
addressing these concerns.

The plants in the front yard cool the air entering the
house through the cross ventilation created by openings in
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the front and back that work in tandem with the central
yard. The roof geometry and long eaves of the original
building already handle rainfall adequately, but the gutters
were enlarged, and more downpipes installed to deal with
heavy rain.

Gilbert does not see himself buying into the notion of
Utopia as he finds himself highly inspired by the notion
of historical re—interpretations to place his works into an
architectural continuity within existing context, rather than
chase an idealization of what architecture should be. He
strongly believes that the notion of perfection is erroneous,
and that the notion of imperfection is equally important,
if not more. After all, the balance of both perfection and
imperfections leads to more exciting environments.
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